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He■ena′  MT 59620-■ 800
POB ■■84′  Helena, MT

MT 59624

⌒

Helena Area Resource Offlce
930 Custcr Ave. $l

Helena, DtT 59501 Jaouary 27, L999

TO:  Governor's Office′  」ulie Lapeyre′  Room 204′  State Capitol′  P.o. BOx
20080■ ′ He■ ena′  MT 59620-080■
Environmenta■ Quality Council′  Capitol Bu■ lding′  Room ■06′  POB 20■ 704′  Helena′
MT 59620-■ 704
Dept. Of Environmenta■  Quality′  Metca■ f Building′  PoB 20090■ ′ He■ ena′  MT
59620-090■
Dept. of Fish′  Wildlife & Parks
Director!3 0ffiCe
Wi■dlife Division
Lega■ Unit
FWP Comm■ ss■oners
State Bu■ ■etin Board

Montana Historical Society′  State Historic Preservation Office′  pOB 20■ 202′
Helena′  MT 59620-■ 202
Montana State Library′  ■5■ 5 Eo Sixth Ave.′  POB 20■ 800′
」im Jensen′  Montana Environmenta■  工nformation center′
59624
」anet E■ ■is′  Montana Audubon Counci■ ′ pOB 595′  Helena′
George ochenski′  POB 689′  He■ ena′  MT 59624
Glen Hockett′  745 Doane Road′  Bozeman′  MT 597■ 5
」erry DiMarco′  p.O. BOx ■57■ ′ Bozeman′  MT 5977■
Wayne Hurst′  P.0. Box 728′  Libby′  MT 59923
Montana Wildlife FederaEion, P.O. Box 1175, Helena, MT 59624
Prickly Pear Sport,smen's Assoc.,2L9 Vawter St,., Helena, MT 59601
Broadwat,er Co. Commi.ssioners, CounE,y Courtshouse, Townsend, MI 59544
Mark Ahner, Depts. of Natural Resources and ConservaEion, 8001 N. Montana Ave.,
Helena, MT 59502
StsephanJ-e UEtrer, U.S. DeparEment of Intserior, Bureau of Reclamation, Montrana
Area Office, P.O. Box 30L37, Bil1ings, MT 59107-0137
Represent,aE,ive Gay Ann Masolo, 20 Buck Drive, Townsend, MT 59544
Senat,or Duane Grimes, #4 Hole in Che Wa1l, C1ancy, MT 59534

Ladies and GenE,lemen:

The enclosed Environmentsal Assessmentr (EA) has been prepared for a proposed
EransplanE of wild trurkeys on Ehe Canyon Ferry wildlife Managementr Area
(CFwl'lA) near Townsend, MT. This drafE, EA is submiE,E,ed for your consideraEion.
Questions and commentss will be accepEed r.rntril 5:00 p.m., February 15, L999.
P1ease directs your qfLresEions or commen--s Eo Tom Carlsen, P.o. Box 998,
Townsend, MT 59644.

Mq"*
Michael Korn
Helena Area CoordinaEorヘ
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UPPER M1880URI RIVER TURKEY TRAN8PLANT
ENV工 RONMENTAL A38E88MENT

,■ ■T T_  pROpOn口 n ACTTON DEACRT,TTON

■。 Type of Proposed State Action Merriamr s Turkev Transolant

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action Montana'Fish,
wildlife & Parks

Name of Project Upper Missouri River Merriamrs Turkey
Transpl ant

Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other
than the agency) NA

rf Applicable:
esti;nited Commencement Date wi nter 1q98/9q or w'i nter
1 qqq/200O depending on avai'l abi lity

Estiurated ComPletion Date NA
Current Status of Project Design (t complete) NA

range andLocation Affected by Proposed Action (county,
township)

3.

4.

5。

6.

⌒

雨肩平T肩  ^^d pand.. l And ' 'a ct・ , nrimarv hnhitnt arallrc nn
the Canvon Forrv Wildlifo Manndomnnt Arna rCFWMAヽ

Project Size: Estimate the nurnber of acres that would be
directly affected that are currently:

7。

(a) DevctoPed:

rcsidentiat
indlstriat  . . . . . ● ● ● ● ●

《b)Open Sp● ce′ Uoodtandb′Recreation      'nnn

o uettands/Riparian Areas snn

(d) Fι oodptain  . . . . .

(c) Prodrctive:

irrigated croptard

Acres Acres

lnnn

lnnn

dry croptand

forest ry

range I arrl

Potential turkey habitats on the CFWI'IA are compri'sed of a
mature cottonwo6d riverbottom with a mix of grass, forb, and
shrub understories and scattered open meadows. shrub
understory species include wild rose, Rocky Moun-tain
juniper, -snoiUerry, buf fa1oberry, willow, and golden
currant. In some areas, the coltonwood riverbottou is over
I nile wide. Adjacent pastures, hayfields, and irrigated
croplands on the cFwt'IA may also provide seasonal habitats
i-r'turfeys (e.g. winter ?eeding and brood rearing).



8. t{tap/ s ite plan: attach an original 8 ! " x I l" or larger
seltion of the most recenE UICS 7.5' series t,opographic map

showing the locat,ion and boundaries of the area that would
be affected by the proposed action. A different map scale
may Ue substiluted if more appropriate or if required by
agincy rule. If available, a sit,e plan should also be
attached.

Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project
including the Benefits and Purpose of the Proposed Action.

The proposed action is to trap Merriam's turkeys-from other
wild polulations in Montana and transplant a minimum of 20
birds aiong the Missouri River on the CFWllA. Included in
this propoial is a supplemental release of turkeys during
the following year to ensure turkeys are given the best
possible chancl of developing into a sustainable population.

There are presently no known wild or donestic turkeys in the
area. The purpose of this project is to establish a turkey
population which would enhance biological diversity and
provide additional wildlife viewing, listenirg, and hunting
opportunity.

The CFWlrlA release site is administered by the Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks (t''!{P) for the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclanation). Reclaruation has been consulted with and they
have no comments as to the transplant project. C['WI'!A is
managed to rrProvide productive habitat for the diversity of
vrildlife species that utilize the area and provide for
consumptive and non-consumptive use of those resourcesrr (F'WP

t9g2l . Management direction for CFWI'IA further promotes the
release of turkeys (FWP L992:35-36).

Turkeys were successfully transplanted along the Jefferson
River near Cardwell, MT during the winter L992/93. The
turkeys from this transplant have increased in number and
expanded their distribution. Habitats along the Jgfferson
niier are very similar to the potential turkey habitats
described for this project.

This project cannot proceed without prior approval of the
Fish,-wildlife & Parks Commission. Given Commission
approval, transplant efforts may ensue as early aS winter
LggS/gg or as soon as turkeys become available. A turkey
hunting season, dS authorized by the Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Commission, will be initiated if/when population levels
reach a sufficient size for sustaining a harvest. Population
monitoring will be based on casual sightings and winter
surveys at areas of concentration.

9.

2



Canyon Ferry vrildlife
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10. Llsting of any oth9r.Local, State or Federal agency that has
overlapplng or additional Jurisdiction.

(a) Permits:

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Adninister CFWUA release site

11. List of Agencies Consulted During Preparation of the EA:

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Departnent of Natural Resources and consetrration
Bureau of Land Management
i""t""" ttistoiical Society-State Historic Presenration office

3



PART II. E}WIRONI{ETMAL REVIET

PHY8=CAL ENV工 RONMENT

Crn lrpcct
8a

lli tig.t.d

l. uxqlElqllgEl
Litt th. propoad rction rotult in: Pot.nti.tty

Sicnlllccnt

- a. Soit inrt$ltity or chengct in gtotoglc
3r5!t ructuta?

b. 0iartptiorl, dlrptrccrnnt, croliolt,
cqDrction, Flrtura totl, or wor-covoring of
roil nhich roqtd rcdrc prod.rctivity or
fertitit

' c. o..tnrtlor, covcrine or mdific.tlql ot
ic or drwicet fccturct?

d. Chrnger ln rlttetlo, drPooition or aroaidt
p.ttarB th.t -y rdlfy th. chrrlt of r rlvor

.. Erporura of pooptr or Prop.rty to

..rth$Jalct, t.rrdtl, lda.. grqnd foiturc, or
oth.r n tur.l hrzcrd?

f. Other 《ι13t

n rrctivc if nccdcd):
llarrat i vc Cl,rrtrt vc and GCts dr

IrrLd. . ,lriha .Efdo.r u.x.f P.rt lll d-crtune th. .cop. .nd Lvca ol imp*t. It Ol. in9.d b unloown. .xpLin ufiy t,t. u,rlour ir9.ci lr.. ,'Ea d c

n a b.GduLd.
lnclrdr r rrdvo<rrslfloo.dd6]tE tl1. |1ril Erdlrlcd ln 12.8.6oa-ie (ARM) v
O.rnlnrurrdrthad-crtb.dfnfctmryllufradcpondoothochrcld5. D.crtrrUmhorcPoLntLllyrignillcrttng.cf..
Inclr(b a tcuaahar &U 0ra Lrr.r ln thr EA rrrfiro a,rd includ. dcJ.n rradon i, I wI b. tl.tti.

4
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PHY81CAL ENVIRONMBNT

2. ut
9itt th. propo.d .ctlqt r.autt ln:

C.n lip.ct
8.

tl t I g.r.dPotcntlot ty

. r. Eairiqt of rir pottutrntr or
dotoriorttiqr ot .rti.nt rlr cilt i ty? (rtro rc

on of obi“ tl― bt●

c. Attcrutlqr of rir Dyrnt. rclrturo, or
t.e.r.tur. patt.rna or a,ry chmgr. ln ctinto,
cithcr locrttv or rcol

d. Adv.rt. offcctr dr wg.t.tldr, lrrlrdllrg
cropr, dl to irrcrerrrd rlrtlorr ol

c. aFor P-tlD-J proi.ctr, rllt tha projoct
ruutt ln rny dlrchrneo riich rltt canf tlct
rith fedrmt or rtrt. rir qrrtlty rcgr? (Atro

Cqtttlnr
lndcx

llerretivc Dcrcripticl crd Evetr,trtiqr of tho Ctrrtrtivo eld Sccordrry Effccts qr Air l.3ourcc3 (Att.ch additionat pcacr of n rcati
if nccdcd):

|dJd! a ,!rd. (lgfdon t/nd.r Prrt lll dtcrtrlrg th. .cog. .nd l6d d itlp.ct. It th. imFd ,r ufnqn, apLfrt tvt'y fE r,rEEw't inprd hr nol o. c

ru b.nd.td.
lnclr.b. rrrdtr drcdgdoa ..lO...lne th. fm Er$rbd h ,2.E.Oa'lr (ARtl)
Oar,lrtrrl|rjtrth.drcrt dirframynrf rtdnFdorlhrdrrclfl. Drglbrayn*ucpdltlydtltl.rlcrnittFct.
lnclrdr r fitrrrbn .bod lh. brrr'h th. E nrr$l nd Lrfudr doctrn-fdon It I u,I b Lrril.

5
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PHYgェ cAL ENV=RONMENT

Crn lrp.ct
8.

xirlgrt.d

]. IAIES

vitt thc propord .ction r.tutt in: PotGnti.I ty

. a. oischlrgc into rurfacc lrtcr or any attcration
of surfacc r.rt.r qu.tity irrttdirf but rrct tinited
to tcfip.rlturc. dlreolvcd orYaln !l
b. Ch.nO.. in dminrgr p.tt.rna or th. rata and
amrlrt of lurfacc nnoff?

c. AttGr.tidr of thc courtc or nagnitudc of ftood
r.ter or othcr ft

d. Chalrgcs in thc anpurt of rurfacc ratcr in cny
or creltioar of c nct ratcr

c. Expo3ura of pcoptc or ProP.rty to rrtcr rctated

h. Irrcrorc in risk of cqrtrinrtian of turfrcc or

t. Effact! on lny cxicting ratcr right or
rcscrv!t i on?

j. Effects on othcr ratcr usct's as a rasutt of any
atteration in surfacc or Erouldr.atar qlj!tity?

k. Effcct3 on othcr us.l.s rs c rcsutt of any
atterltio.r in surfacc or

t. iftCC-PllD:1, ritt thc projcct affcct a
ignated ftoodptain?

n. aftC-P.fllrl, ritt thc projcct rcsutt in any
dischargc thlt ril,L .ffact fcdcrat or statc rater

Corrnt
lndcr

Iarrative Description and Evatuation of thc Cuulative and Secondary Effects m 98ter Resources (Attach additionat Peges of
nsrrative if necdcd):

trd.d.. rudt oel'dan trr,|d.r P.n lll dcrcnbhg thc rcopo ard lord ot imprc-t. It th. imp.cl ir unlnwn. GrC.h uf,rr ur. tnlrrwn imp.ct h- nd d c

nd b..Ytltr.tcd.
lnctu(b. n trdlr. d-ctlgdon .ddra.ang thr ilor ir.ndtlrd h t2.6.Oa'1. (ARM) \/
Od.il*r.wlrdt rthrd..crtrdflre.cl 'lttirrl.rll.adr!9o,aqlth.cr'lcle. 

Orcdlrr1yrnho.6potJlfbfyrignlltcenin|lcf..
lrEIJda I dac[.b.t abod ha i..l.. in tho EA nordr a,rd lncfr.a dGJtltantdon l, I urll b. lI ful.

6
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PHY8工 CAL ENVIRONMENT

(. VEGEIATIfl

uitt th. pforE..d .ctlql r.autt
C.n lip.ct

8o
ri r I g.t.dPotcntirtty

.. Ch.nga. ln tho dlvorrlty. productlvlty or
ohrrdrncr ol ptrnt rprcit. (lrctrdlng tr...,
$!!$e, gr.r.r cropa, rnd c<rrtlc at.ntr)?

b. Attar.tidt of r ptrot cqrnrlrl

c. Adrarua tffoctr on a.ty t,liqr, rcro,
thrclt.nad. or eitrmcrcd roci
d. tcd.Etio,r in tcrorgc or prodrctiyity of rny
aqricutture[ [end?

c. €strbtishFnt or rprccd of rrcxi

f. 0fFor P-R^/D-J, rlll thr projoct rffrct
ratt.rlda, or pclr rrd rr.liqr frrntrnd?

llcrrrtivc Dcrcriptian end Evrtutiqr of tho Crlrtrtivc crd Secordtry Effoctr qr Lcrd lctoqrcct (Att.ch .ditidi.t prgo of
n rr.tivc if nredod):

4 a. Habitats on CFwttA are presently managed to maintain and/or entrance uplan
game bird productivity. The success of this project, if implemented, will be
enabled by these current management efforts. We anticipate habitats upstrean
from CFWIIA will not require additional habitat enhancements. Habitat
enhancements Diy, however, be used rrhere landowners are interested in
inproving habitats or for uitigating depredation problems, should ttrey occur.

lncL6 a rrrtt oe:r*oa rrd.a P.|l lll drcribirg tha acoga.nd lGrd o, im9*t. l, th. im9.cl b unlarown. .ryLin why trt unlaffit iDg.d til,ioa ot j

rrd b. Grdudd.
lnctld.. rr.m0n rr*rtCbn At..*U tft ilm. idfitlrLd h 12.E.6Oa'1. (ARM)

OirrrSe whdrr [l. dcrtad Inpra-nrry r:lll rnd dpond qr thr ch*|fr. Oaactlb. eny nrlu or pol.nd.lty .lgttitlc-L in96.
Inclsd. a ficrr..blr .bona 0r. ban in [rr EA nrrlrr ln hcbrh docurlt ndo,r i, I wif b.lJ..fu|.

7
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Cln lip.ct
8c

,li t i grtad
・ 5 FiSHノ ui1 0LiFE

vitt the propoCed ●ction resutt in:
Potcntictty
Significant

a. Dctcrioratim of criticct fish or ritdtifc
habitat?

b. Changca in thc diversity or aburdcncc ol ganr

anirne I s or bi r{ rP9c !:91

c. Chongcs in tha divcrsity or abr.ndanc' of no'rgrm

d. Introduction of ncr spccies into an

c. Creatim of ! b.rricr to thc nigration or
rmvdrEnt of anirnatg?

f . Adver3c cffcctt dr rrv uriqJa, rrrc, thr'ttGrld,

g. lncra.sc in conditiar th.t 3trGts ritdtifc
fogrtationa or tilit rhndrrc. (irrttdirf
ir".a".,t:ttt, tcgct or ittcgct hcrvcgt or oth'r hLotn
activity)?

h. ◆◆Fo「 p_R′ D‐ 」, 日lι t the proJect be perfo―  in

anγ area in Hhich T3E species are present, 3nd "ill
the proJect affect anソ  78E Species or their habitat?
ltso sGC 5f

t. lFor P-RID-J, ritt thc projcct introdrc or
cxport 

"ny 
spccicg mt pres€ntty or historlc.tty

in th. rccciving toctlt!O?--lAEe-3cc

PHY81CAL ENVIRONMENT

Larrative DcscriPtio.r and Evatr.ratim of
narrative if rcedcd):

5 h.

5 b.

the Cumutative and Secondary Effects on Land ResOurces 《Attach additionat p●
ges of

5 b. Turkeys did not occur in this area historically. There aPPears however
to be a vacant niche for them which r.rould not result in confricts rrith other
wildlife in the area. Through transplanting turkeys, the diversity of
wildlife would increase. If successtul, the outcome of this.project would
translate into gi.it". erilaiife viewing, listening, and hunting opportunity'

wild turkeys are kno$rn to be suscePtible to diseases irhich commonly occur- in
domestic pouliry.-- in aaaiiion, doiestic turkeys are considered genetically
inferior to wild strains. 

-i.t".breeding lrith domestics could reduce the vigc
of a wild turi;t poprf.tiorr. There ar6 no known poultry operations in the
area. There are also no known domestic turkeys in the vicinity of this
proposal.

5 g. with the availability of an additional wildlife species (i.e. Merriamrs
turkeys), there is a highei potential for poaching activities. wildlife
;;;;ia='which presentty occui in the area ;re not expected to be negatively
impacted by this Project.
5 h. Bald eagles frequent CF"9{IVIA and sections of river upstream- during winter
i"J rate spri;; appardntly in search of waterfowl and winter kilI fish. rn
addition, Er aitivl bard eagle nest occurs on a river isrand approximately 4

lnctu&. rrrdt- cean oo.r un&r pert lll d..criting thc rcopc .nd hu.l of impec't. lf th. imp*t ir unknown, €tpl.in wtry tlr unl(,wn im9.ci htt ttc' o'

nol ba 6rakJatcd.
tnclud.. n rr.riy. ddcnplbn addrc{ing th. iloflr. i.rc.nifl.d in 12.8.60&1e (ARM)

oGl.rmal.|. errGor.r ut da.crlb.d imprr-nry r..sl .nd r..pond o.r th. cir*klld. O..crib. .ny minor d Porcnihlly rignillcenl imFdl.
Includa . dhcua.irl .bo.n tha ia.ua in tha EA n naIt. an<t irrclu<tr docutn nl.tlon i, il \'vrll b' u..ful'

I
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miles sOuth or the mouth

I‖ :よ:こs :lg:ょ ld :a:le::t

of Deep Creek,
anticlpate this

outslde what hre
proJect having

conslder to be prlrnar
any significant-

HU―  ENV工 RONMENT

6. [OI SE^/ETECIRICAL EFFECIS

t ltt th. peoporod .ctlql r6ult ln:
Cln trp.ct

8o
Ii t i g.t.d

potentiattソ

. lncrutor ln rxlrtlne mlr t

b. Erporura of pooptc to r.rw or nrlernco mlrc
Icvctr?

c. Craatiqr of ctcctrortttlc or otcctronagrnctlc
cffectr thrt cqrtd b. d.trlEnt.t to hurn

d. lntcrfcrcrc. rlth rtdlo or trtrylriqr

ヘ

Ierrotiw Dcecriptlor rrd Evetuctlon of tho Clrlrtivo end Sccondcry Effccts o'r Land R.sources (Attach ddition t paga ofnrrmtivo if noodod):

6a. There may-be ninor inpact on existing noise levels in the area resultingfrom male Merriamrs turkeys gobbling in the spring. There wiII be no othernoise/electrical inpacts .

H.0 e rrrdlt oelndo.r uatda, Paat lll drcdblng thc lcoPa a,td lcwl o, imp.d. lt 0r. imp.d ir unknown, qrpLh wfry thc unlorown imfci h.. ,rd or ca
nd ban{lla.l.
lnct rd.. nrrrltt,! drcdgdm rOCrrng th. fdrr ldril0.d h t2.E.@a-'1. (ARM)
OfrnrSrurrdrrrth.ecil.dhpdr:ylrfltdnpondanthrdt*tfl. OrstboelVmanorapoarofb0ylgniltcentirng.ci..
hcfurb edhqrlon rbod0t. L.Lh thr EA trrdtrlrnl hcbtlodocurrddon Itilu,ll b. t..lttl.

9
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C.n lflp.ct
Ba

xirigetcd
/. LATO-JJIE

gitt thc Propo3d rctioit rrtutt in: Potentiatty
significant

.. Attcrrtion of or intcrfcrancc rith thc
proctrrtivity or prof itabitity of thc cristing
tard usc of en cr!e?

b. Cmftictad rith t d.tign tcd n tur'[ 'ra'ercr of rrruruet rcicntific or adJcttio''t![

c. Cmftict rith any cxisting tard usa rlrosc
preseric. routd co.ratrain or potcntiatty prohibit

d. A6rer3c cf fectr m or retocation of

Hu―  ENVIRONMENT

‖arrative DesCriptiOn ood EvatuatiOn of the CumutatiV●  3nd SeCondary Effects on Land ResOurCes (Attach additional p●
ges of

narratiVe if needed》 :

)arian areaS and adjacent agricu■ tura■

;tantia■  use Of adjacent private lands.

Per on the CFWMA iS a■ So expected to

:こ]:Iyf[:Is 瞥::::1:[:d wIせIk:ym。 .st

l:f]::ュi:1:iri:]:ilitil::::ムind ::::ibl
「edation or other prob■ ems cauSed by

l:i:::ξeli:l:と::i:[:i:::. :[::i:::Sed
)r food)WhiCh may offSet ■andowner
rkey pOpu■ ation。

lmL& a rrrd. oo1.,ancn undar parr lll dGacrit ng thc rcopc .nd lcrrcl of im9.ct. ll tho impecl ir unknorn, aptrin wlry th. unluwir mp*t h- fi' o'

nd ba avalutad.
tnctud. . n rrd!. docriptbo ddrc{ing th. it flr. id.niitld in 12.8.6oa'1e (ARM)

fu.rmix urr.or.r tho dicnbrd impacl may r6ul .nd r.apo.rd on lh. crrcldbl. o..crib. aoy mano. or poa.trthlly rignilbenl Lnrcb.
lficlrJd.. dbclI.bn .bod i;i..lj.in tft" ge n nzih^t.nd i'Elud' documdlt'tioo il ii wrll br urcful'

10



HU―  ENV=RONMENT

C.n lipact
8.

Litig.t.d

6. ll3r/HflLtx lAlr&l
Ultt th. propo.d .ctlqr rcault ln: Potrntlrtly

b. Atf.ct rn ulrtlne rgtetEy rorpq[. or
dprgancy avrctrtlqt ptfi or crcata r nccd for r

c. Crutior ol ttl hr.rtt h..lth hurd or

d. |I,gC..,]L1BlDrl, rlll lry checlcrl toxicrntr br

Colrnt
lrdcr

a. Rltk ol r

rr.5rtryrcot
p..tlcld..,
av.nt of an

rn orptotlor oe rclor of h.tardour
(lrctrdlng, htt not tl[lt.d to olt,
chrlcrtr, or mdlrtlqrl ln thc
rccldrnt or othar lorr of

dl

Irrmtlw Occrlptlo rrd Evrtrrtlqr of
n rrrtiw lf nredod):

th. qr.lt.ttw rnd Scond.ry Elfcctr qr Lrnd n.lourccl (Attlch .ddltlqr.t P.tpr of

^o H- r rrr{a aordo,r urdJ prt lll drcrthg t r coga .nd r.rll o, impd. l, th. rnr.i i. unlown. aDb'n wfty trt' rlrlswn !n9"t h- tr" d

ndbrril.lrd.
lncL..trr$,.(-ctlCmdrhgU''lllrldrdlldhl2'6'Ct'lr(ARM)
Oa.',*t ff:h d-;; h,d-nt!! ,.f rtdE; ; ltt tt-id'' ilrcrr av mhcc pdr,v l,'l.a hFcn.'

rtictr(h. icr-bn ur f,Effi u.il'itntlr lc-rrlalar dc'iltr'Uqr rl il uil br urful'
11
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EU―  ENV=RONMENT

e. cqtilrl'tl-lpacl
Uitt th. propo.d .ctldr r..utt ln: Potcntiatty

Significant

.. Att.r.tlql o, tha tocrtlcr, dlrtrlhrtlqr,
denrlty, or grorth ruto of th. htan poputrtlor
ol rn rcr?
b. Alt.r.tlql of tho roclrt rtrrrturo of r

c. Att.r.tlqr of tho trwt or dlrtrlbstlqr of

iat 

“

t:vl

a. trEr..rcd truff ic hrrrt or arfactr qt
cristing tr$.port.tlqr frcititicr or p.tt.rnt

◆

0◆

9d.

I.rrttlw D..crlptldt md Evrlntlm of tho qrrt.tfui rd Secordrry Etf.ctr m t..d l.tcrrc.. (Att.ch tdltlqrrt pctlo of
n rr.tlv. lf nccdrd):

9 d. By creating Dore wildlife viewing opportunity in the Townsend area,
there is a potential for increased visitors uhich may lead to minor additiona
outside incone for the community.

lrrcLC r rrrdtr qlaon trrdr P.ri lll drcrShg 0r. lcopa and lonil ol imprct. l, th. imp..i ir unlswn, apLin wtry Ur. ml11ppn itpcl lr nol a c
nd bo erdrard.
lItctud.. tt r?dr. d-crhdoo.dC...i.re thr ilcr klrfhrd h 12.8.€Ira-'1. (ARU)
Offirrffrlh.drcttdiagC-myrrfrndneoodqrthrarrd0. af.crtt enynsorcpoirofh$yrfgrWfcafnFd.. \/
lrcbO r -crr.hn &.f th. arr. h tho EA nrrdr ld lncludr docuarnadon it I u,f b. r.r.rrl.

L2
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HUMAN ENV=RONMENT

10. nJgLrc SERVICES/IAXES/UIILt IIES

vitt thr propo.d rctlon r.!utt ln: PoteYrti!tly
Significcnt

a. lJitt thc propoccd action have an effect upon
or rcsutt in a nGGd for ncr or attcred
govcrrmntat rcrviccl in cny of thc f of toring
arccr: firc or poticc protcction, schoots,
p.rks/racroltionat fccititior, rordi or othcrgStic mintonrncl, rrtor rtpgty, tarar or
3cptic 3ytt.na, totid r.ttc dlrpoaet, hcatth, or

I rcrviccs? lf ony, sgccify:

b. Uitt th. proporcd rction havc an cffcct r.pon
tocct or lrtata tlx basc cnd

c. vil,L th. propocd rctim rcsutt in r nccd for
ncr facitities or sLbctantirt rttcration3 of any
of thc fol,toring utititics: ctectric polcr,
naturct g.s, othor fuct ruppty ..r distriErutim

or connnicatiorc?

d. taitt thc proporcd lction re3utt in ircrccrcd

' f . Ocf inc projcctd mintcnarcc coats.

Cqnrnt
lndox

Iarrativc Dcscription ard Evatuction of thc Cunrtative ard seco.ldary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional, P.ges of
narrativc if nccdcd):

L0 a. Upon completion of the transplant, additional government operations ma'
include: population monitoring through annual suri\reys; habitat enhancements

^ (UGBHEP) to benefit turkeys and other upland game birds; responding to turkey
depredation problems if they occur; monitoring the turkey populationi and.
develop Lng/ enforcing hunting regulations.
10 b. If the transplant is successful, additional revenues may be generated
through sale of turkey permits. with increased hunting opportunity, this
proposed project would probably increase loca1 interest in turkey hunting.

10 e. Budgets used for the turkey transplant project may be from game danrage
funds from the region in which turkeys are trapped and/or urLJ-dlife program
funds. There are few maintenance costs associated with this project. Costs
arising from additional potential operations described in L0 a. above would b.
covered by existing annual budgets. Habitat enhancement costs would be funde,
through the UGBHEP. Costs for uritigating potential depredation problems woul
be funded through the existing giame damage budget.

..C trrL6 e r|l,rdra ogtslrdinn u'tdcr Pa,t lll dacntine thc lcopa end lcvcl o, imp.ct. It lhG imp.ct it unknom. arpLrn why th. unl(,en imp.ct lr.tl nd o'

nca ba 6rtlrJatad.
lrrchrd.. nrrr.thrrt d..cd9rbn.d<rt6.in€ thc ilcnr. id.nufLd in t2'8'604-1e (ARM)

odannha wlrdtr 0! d..crib.d imp.ci nr.y rroui.nd tryn ofl th. crr.cldbt. Odcrib..ny mino. or potcnthlly ngnrflcent imp.d..
lrEtud. a dLcur.irrt .bdn th. ir.u. in thc EA n rr.tiw rnd includc documcnlation il il will bc urcful.

13



C.n lrpact
0o

xi t i g.trd

. il. AEluEullllSEclEALlIf" .

yltt th. piopored .ctlotr rerutt in: Potcntirtty
SiEnificent

.. Attar.tid't ol ttt acanlc virtr or crc.tioi o,

.n ..!th.tlcrtty offenolvo lltr or cffoct thrt
to pubtic vi●

"?

b. Attcr.tlqt ol tho ...th.tlc chorrctf of r

.c. Attomtlqr of tho cp.tity or qJ.ntlty of
r.crc.t i on t/tqrr i r oPportuli t i.t .rd t.tt i net?

d. aflC-JPJl/&rl, rltl rny doelgnrtcd or propo.d
ritd or ccanic rlvart, traitr or ritdcrrnr

30 3e. lla. llc)

Irrrrtlw Dorcrlptlcr rld Evrtrrtlqt of th. Orrt.tlvr rrd sccordrry EffGct! qr lrrd telourcct (Atttch ldltldr.t FOcl of
n rrltlva if nrcdd):

11 b. If successful, the proposed action would enhance the arears aesthetic
character and would creata aadltlonal wildlife viewing and hunting
opportunities for the Pub1ic.

1t b.

tt b.

hdufr.,r?dt remon urd.f Prrt lll dctSg th. tco9. lrd Lyd o, tn9.cf" lt 0r. img.d b udoon, @hdn wlly thr lrnlorown impd h- tt a d
,rdb.Gd.td.
lnclrb. n ,tih d-ctlrddt.dd.-.he thr frrr Erfilhd h l2.E.(Da'lr (ARU) \r'
O-nnh. ffIl th. d-c6.d lnncf nry luf rnd neoad o ttr drclfl. Drcfir rny tdno q fi.Wt Oenaictl imp.ci..
lnct (b a fror5,t &.4 A. h.rl. ln ha EA nandt ltd hcfJd. dcrn-do.r it I wil br urtul.
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H―  ENV工 RONMENT

t2. cl.tl lurlr^rxr 3rilr clr rE{lqFEs

Yltt th. propo.d .ctlqr r.autt ln:
C.n |rp.ct

3.
rltle.r.dPot.nt i.l t y

... Oa.trtstlqr or rttorutlqr ol lry ritr.
ltnrtur. or objoct of peohlrtorlc hirtorlc.

b. Phyrlcrt chrngr th.t Ettd rlfuct rrrlq.r
cutturrt vrtrm?

c. Ett.ctt m orlrtlng rrllglan or rcrod urcr

d. OOFon P-llD-J, rltt tha projoct rffrct
hirtoric or cultuml r..qrc..? Att.ch SIIFO
tottcr of ctorrrco. (Atco

4

a
oa

Imrrtlw oelcrlptlcr rnd Evrt[tlqr of tho CllJt.tlw rnd Secodtry Err.ctr qr Lrrd n..qrrc.. (Attrch .ddltlqr.tn rrttlv. lf nrodrd):
prter of

|Elt e lrr$r lelrtdon und.' Prri lll drcrit*le ttr ropr .flt l.yta ol lmpd. l, th. irnprl ir unl(,ldn. a9&ri.l sty tho unlown irnpd l[ nd c c

ndbrad.ftd.
lncuh .,!ldv. ecA,don .ddrr.iog 0r. iLm ldendt5 in f 2.8.Ar&r. (ARM)

Otntrrwtdrr0rd..crtrrrfrfCnrynrlrrdrrgondanth.dnlff. Drcrtrenymitoragoa.ttfythnallc.ntitFct.
taclrdorfrcrr&a &.t0r. a.rr h tho EA rundrend lnddo&rmdo itlrlburtul.
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c.n Inp.ct
0o

lli t I g.t.d
tt. srJril nY EvALuArtil 0t slcrrflcAllcE

Ultt th. proporrd .ctlon. cqrrldrrcd at I rltotc: Pot.ntl.I ly
lcnlflcent

.. H.ya irp.ctt th.t .r. irdlvldret ty t imi t'd,
but crriltttivcty cotidrrobtr? (A Projcct or
proerr ry rorutt ln l4rctr ct tr? ol-Pr"
!.p.r.t. r.rourcat tilch crmtr r 3l$rltic.nt
fect "hen c-ldered t。 9ether or in totat.)

b. lnvolw pot.ntl.t rirkr or rdvorro rffrctr
drich rrc ur.rt.in but artrcty hurrdorl if

c. Pot.nti.lty cqrftict rith thr rrirtrntivr
rcsrirontr ol trt locrl-, rtrto. or frdort

d. Ertebtirh . Pr.c.d.trt or tikrtihood thrt
future .ctiql. rith tlg,rif lcrnt rrwirorntrl
lF.ctr rltt bc

.. Gcncr.t. q.trtentict dcbctc or cqltrowr3y
lbout thc nrtura of thc lpectr thct srtd bc

f . OECf-PllD,rl, ir thc Proi.Gt cxPcctcd to. hrvc
org.niacd oppo.itiqr or gctEr.tc gr$ctantirt

C. Olf9llllD:rl, tist !.V fcdcrat or stetc

EIrl'tlN EIWI ROXI'iEIIT

x.rr.tivr Dctcription end EvrtrJ.tlqr of thc crltativc cnd sccondrry EffGGts d| L..rd Ra3ourcG8 (Att.ch.dditio'l' pcgcl of

narrativc if n cdcd):

kd.i I rrrdrr.gffin llr.,.r p.,t llt d..cribiE 0t .cog. ..n hd o, l.rF.cr. f [r. lm9.ci ir unl(x^ln. qphh urty th. l,JsEtin imprd hr ncl s
nd br oalutrd.
Inctr.a r trttdv. d-ctlCdt .dd...lne Ur,En i<Idtlrd h l2-t.Ol'le 6R'.) v
Oarrr*rwtrlr.,o!d..crlo.dtnrprd-nrrynrlrldr:gondqr0rctrdfl. Orcrtrrnymhorq9d[,d.f;tdgtficeainF.i..
il,fi a d.cr..lon .lo( 0t. blrr in thr EA rrmtlr ed lnckb <tannrtdott i, I uil b. tr.fitl.
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2. oescripEion and analysis of reasonable alternaEives
( incruding the no action alternative) to the proposed action
whenever al.t,ernatives are reasonably available and prudent to
consider and a discussion of how the alternatives would be
implemented:

Arternative 1. Rerease turkeys as proposed but utitizing a
subspecies other than Merriam's (i.e. Rio Grande turkeys). A
recent turkey transplant proposed for an area near Big Timber
(Simmons., C. 1995. Crazy D Ranch Turkey Transplant
Environmental Assessment. FwP. lOpp. ) had, as an alternat,ive, to
release the Rio Grande subspecies of turkey because of their
apparent superior adaptation and/or preference to deciduous
riparian habitats. This would require modifyingr an existing
Adninistrative Rule of Montana (L2.9.105a) which states that trThe
western variety or subspecies known as Merriam,s wild turkey
(Meleagris gallopava merriami) shall- be the only variety released
or transplanted in the state of Montana.rt

Alternative 2. (No Action Alternative) Under this alternative
no turkeys would be reLeased and benefits associated with the
Proposed Action would not be realized. This alternative would
have no inrpact to the existing physical or human environment.

3. Evaluation and listing of uritigation, stipulationr or other
control measures enforceable by the agency or another government
agency:

If depredation problems occur, they could be mitigated through
additional hunter hanrest as well as traditional hazing
techniques (e.9. scare guns and cracker shells) and fencing of
haystacks. Mitigation may also be available through FWP's Upland
Game Bird Habitat Enhancement Program (UGBHEP). fnterested
landowners who gualify for UGBHEP may be reirubursed for habitat
costs associated with ruaintaining a turkey population (e.9.
purchase of standing grain, creating winter cover, nesting cover,
etc. ) .

4. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is
an EIS reguired? YEs / No If an EfS is not reguired, explain
why the EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed
action:

An EIS is not reguired. The EA checklist is an appropriate level
of analysis because most of the effects of the proposed action
would be beneficial and any negative impacts are minor and can be
uritigated as previously discussed.

5. Describe the level of public i.nvolvement for
any and, given the complexity and the seriousness
environmental i.ssues associated with the proposed
level of public involvement appropriate under the

this project if
of the
action, is the
circumstances?
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Several Landowners along the Missouri River upstream from the
CFWl,tA were p€rsonally contacted to discuss the turkey
fntroar-,"tioil project and are supportive of this proposal' The
diaft EA will be sent to a standard matling list, posted on the
Siii" bulletin board, and a legal notice placed in local
.,"r.p.p"t= describing the projict and the availability of the EA'

All agencies (Department, of Natural Resources, Bureau of
necfafration, iurlau ot Land Management) that adminlster land in
th.-"r"u involved in this proposil have been contacted and have
had the oppori,rnity to reviet - this EA prior to distribution.
Letters of ""pp"it'for 

this Proposed altion from these aqencies --
have been reclived and are localed in the Project File at the FwP

office in Townsend.

6. Duration of comment period if any:

There will be a 20 day comment period starting the day the legal
notice appears in the local PaPer.

7. Name, title, address and phone number of the Person(s)
Responsible for PreParing the Ejil:

Ton car■ sen′ Wildlife Bio■ ogist
Montana Fish′  Wi■ d■ ife & Parks
P.0。  BOX 998
Tomsend′  MT  59644
(406)266-3367

PART エエ
=。
  NA― T工VE EVALUAT工 ON ―  CO― NT

Discussュon of spec■ fic ■tems ■n the checklist EA are ■ocated at
the end of the■ r respective sections.
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